
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SW1A 2AH

11 May 1990

To all S ecial Advisers

/// I attach a list, prepared by the European Democratic
Group, of current EC policy items. The list is updated
regularly, and is intended to flag up possible areas of
difficulty as well as set out the state of progress of
each item through the EC machinery. You will see that
most of us will have at least one or two things on the
boil in our own patch at any one time.

I would be most grateful if you could draw to my
attention any matters which you feel require special
attention by Ministers and/or MEPs. Do bear in mind
that, in addition to your usual departmental channels and
bilateral contacts with EDG spokesmen, there are now two
additional fora available for dealing with EC issues: the
monthly meeting at the FCO of 'Euro Ministers' from all
Government Departments, and Francis Maude's regular
meeting with Sir Christopher Prout, Christopher Jackson,
Tom Spencer and Tim Bainbridge.

It goes without saying that some of the issues
listed will be ones where the Government is well-placed
to score some runs, or to turn the spotlight on
un-Communautaire behaviour by some of our EC partners.

With all these different angles in mind, I would be
grateful if those of you with any thoughts could share
them with me by Friday 18 May.

MAURICE FRASER
Special Adviser
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IMFORT:ir AND  .-ervEI-1-1-vc rTz!...2 (A.  at 17.4.90)

Com No. Legal

Ha a•

POLITICAL AFFAIRS CCMNITTEE

89.2295 final/ EEe Art.237

Fr.ocad,tre

Chmmitte,t

Likely Timetable

PlenaryCourpzil

/ 'Avis conforme / Sept '90 / Oct/Nov '90 / N/A

Title : Commioaic.n Opinin on T.trkish Application
Explanation : The importance of this is self-evident.

N/A / N/A / EF Kwle / ? I.ept / ? Summer '91 / N/A
/ (O6m, initiative)

Titl.  Huson rignto SitUAC1C:n in Hon./ Kong before and aftet 191/7
Explanation : This q,estion la not only sensitive in Hong Kong and the united Kingdom, it ha; • direct

beering on releticns Chtna.

AWNicULTCRF COMMIT7E11

89.114 / - 
/ April *90 / -

99 115 / - 
/ April '90 / -

89.322 / -
- / April '90 / -

Title :  Animal weltare proposals - Intensive veal and pig production: transport of animals
Explanation Th• proposals hove n ‘.4 gar,. -.?",rugn the Farlixoent. The proposals now contain a number of

mpo rte. t amendments proposed by the fib, some of which have b••n Lteeept•d by the
. Purthar dOtior. ray  be needed to en Sure ad  c‘r 1 on by th• Council.

bilDnieTd COMrITTEE

199: Budget

ExplonariL:n :  Parliament  hos now  ed..pted t e introductory 1.amassoure report. The group will be kept
infit-vad



Com No. Legal . Rroced,re Likely Timetable

Rae. Committee P:anary

FenNf,17•1 AND MnNE!'APY AFFA:AS ,7":MHITTEF.

Not knewn / EEC Art.99 / Single Reeding  / 7 /  7 / end '91

Title : Approximation of VAT and excise duties (revised proposals)

Explanation flan•itiv• b•caume of -tax sovereignty" .

Not known / GEC Art.100 / single Reading / 7 /7 /

Title : Corporation Tax Ai. x1s,ot1un

Explanation : Senaitive becauce cf "tax sovereignty".

89.446 / EEC Art.:00A / Z,spends on 1e551 / April-May '90 / : une '90 / Common Position

/ case / 20 June '90

Title : AcT4isition and Rocsasaion of 0sapons

explanation Sensitive because of "Hdngerford" factor, rather than 'terrorism". which involves weapons
carried illegally

Nona / Art.121 EP Rulee / N A / By summer / By summer

/ interim

/ report Hay)

Title : Own initiative report - Economic and Monetary Union

Explanation : Sensitive because or 'national sovereignty".



Com Mo.Legal Promedurw

C:pmmittee

Likely Timetable

PlenaryCouncilDa••

LE OAL  APTATRB COMM/TTEe

89.268 / XEC Art.loon I Two Readingn / April '90 / may '90 / June '90
/ EEC Art.54.3ki) 

/ Polley Debate

Title : European Company Stat,te

Explanation ) The proposal is in two parts, a Reguletimn and a Directive. The government im particularly
troubled by  the  latter. wnich concerns employee consultation and involvement.

88.496/ EEC Art.1Q0A./ Two Readings / Originally foreseen for may '90 plenary. Will be

/ delayed due to organiaation of public hearing

/ 1).:rit.)4 May.Folicy Debate/Common Poalition expected

/ )une90.

Title : Protection of Biote,hno,Iglzal Invention.

Explanation : The Directive is concerne::: with the patentability of living matter and of proc 00000 for the
production of plant an,2 animal varieties. It is i:nportant from the point of view of both
a) public concern, and b) International competition.

N/A

(Proposals expectad in second ha f

Title Copyright

Explanation : Potentially the most controversial aspect of the copyright package ie the question of the
blank tape levy.

N/A / Two seadinga / - -

(Proposals expected in second he. or

Title PAtent 7Totection - ibmt,..ce.Lttmala

Explanation Not politically sensitive, out of very great importanma to the pharmaceutical industry.

N/A / (Probably) / ? 'atngle Reading / - / -

/ EEC art.21`,

(Proposals expected ln inv.:0nd half

Title : Community Accession to turopean HuMan Rigbts conventIon
Explanation : Politically sensitive in  far ea  it wil: 1..mel the ongoing debate about whether Britain

nee,:a m Mill ,/



Likely Timetable

P1 er.acy council

CQm No. Legal Procedura

Base  CC OM Irr ee

6 . _NIIIRONe2NT COMM/TTES

58.708 / EEC Art.130S Raadimg / single /
/ Rending

/ hay '89

Title Nitrates in Watar

Explanation : Concern of general public about purity of supplies of drinking water and *bout
•utrophicatlon. concern of farsera that the directive aa it stands would mean radical
Chonga in lculd us.e in mt,,-,y areas.

88.654  / ESC Art.100A / Two Raedings / iiept '89 / let reading / 7

/ Oct 1. '89

/ 2nd reading 7

Title : Food Irradiation

Explanation : Public concern in many Meneer States, Including the UK and Denmark. about the, safety of.
and neceasity for, irradiated fond.

SOCIAL AFFAIRS. EMPLOYMENT AND THE  W)ScInn ENVIPONMENT

N/A
.7u1y-;ept '9)

: Protecrion of pre9nan: wc,men in tna workplace
Explanation : Social Action Programme

N/A 
/ 00 / -

Title :

Esplanation

NiA

7itle :

Third programme fcr toe promotion of equal opportunities
Svc a 1 Act:on F, roe, ,.-

Ap=11-J,ne '90 / -

Information procedures for worKers exposea t certain  dannerous  industrial agents
EAplanatv“Social Action eroyrtene

n/A / - / Apr .J,Atle  "40 -

Title :

Explanation

Atypical wor.t

Social Action Pre,jr,

-

n A

-

TitleReorganisation oftime

Explanation :social Aotion Prooramm.?

N ,  A
0/ -

Title : .Lformacion. consultarin and participatin ot employeem in companies with A Community
dimailsion ;ie. :nuiiinatIcnal enterprises)

Explanerton Social Action Programme
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Com No. Level Proced,4re L1Re1y Timetable
Das.

Co mol t r ee  Plenary Council

8 SN?T1TUTiONAi AFFAIRS  COMHITTEE

NIA  / Art 121 EP Roles / N'A / April / June / (ICC;

Title : Own initiative report - 'Accieee" on Future of r1-.. Co,muLllcy
Explanation ; sensitive becauee of -national sovereignty".

N/A / Art.121 EP Rules / N/A /  / 7 / N/A

Title : Own initiative report - Community's Relations with Local and Regional Authoritiee
Explanation : Sensitive beCause of -national eovereignty" and link with devc1LItion/owntraliaation.

	 ----- 	

N/A / Art.121 EP Rules / N/A / Some Committee R,embera dee no /

/ need to give any pri3rity to

/

Title : Own initiative report - Uniform electoral Frooedura
Explanation : Sensitive because of national sovereignty -  and inevitability Of first-paet-the-poet beins

ruled out.

N/A / Art.121 EP Rules / N/A / 7 / N/A

Tlt1e IOwn initiative report - The Rat, of the Commission
Explanation :Sensitive because of "national sovereignty"-
---------

MIA/ Art.121 EP Rules / N/A/
/ 7 / ( i ce )

Tltle !Own initlativ0 rep,Irt - Adben._ feGCedu...
dApid..tIOn :Sensitive b.ceua of "national sovereignty-

N/A/ Art.1.11 EP Rues/ 2 /(futur, ICC)

Title Own initiative report - Coratltution icr tne E,_,ropean Union
Explanation : Sensitive because of -ra7t,...nel covernty-.

-- —
N/A / Art.121 EP Rules NiA / '

Title Own initiative report - 7,0operation Procedure (Prag)
Explanation Sensitive because of 'ational soverei-inty-

	 --
A Ar.1".:1 FP Rulaii 

tIQC:

/ (ICC)

Title : own ini:iarive 

Explanation : Sensitive because of "national sovereignty ,nd link ultn davOlutton/Centrallaation_


